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GetOut
The week’s pocket picks

BY SAMANTHA SAULT

Pick of the pack✓
Th eater
Sunday in the Park with George

A blank canvas and so many possibili-
ties. On Tuesday, Arlington’s Signature 
Theatre opens its 25th anniversary season 
with a musical exploring those possibili-
ties. “Sunday in the Park with George,” 
by Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine, 
debuted on Broadway in 1984 and won 
the Pulitzer Prize for drama the follow-
ing year, as well as several Tony, Drama 
Desk, and Olivier awards. Inspired by 
“A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte” by post-Impressionist 
painter Georges Seurat, the musical tells 
the fi ctionalized story of the painter and 
the creation of his most famous work. 
The musical is presented in conjunction 
with a new exhibit at the Phillips Collec-
tion, “Neo-Impressionism and the Dream 
of Realities: Painting, Poetry, Music,” 
which opens Sept. 27. On Aug. 27 and 
Sept. 9, the theater will lead free discus-
sions at the museum about the play and 
Seurat’s infl uences. Th rough Sept. 21 at 
the Signature Th eatre, 4200 Campbell 
Dr., Arlington, Va. 703/820-9771. Web: 
Signature-Th eatre.org.

 Art
Nam June Paik 
Birthday Tribute

Korean-American artist Nam 
June Paik was light-years ahead of 
his time. Considered the founder 
of video art, his works were infl u-
enced by philosophy, technology, 
and science — and he was one of 
the earliest known users of the 
term “electronic superhighway” 
before it became part of our ver-
nacular. This weekend, the Smith-
sonian American Art Museum 
will celebrate what would have 
been the artist’s 82nd birthday 
with a discussion on his work and 
infl uence on art and the world. 
The museum knows a great deal 
about this innovator, having acquired the Nam June Paik Arch
well as personal objects important to his craft. The lecture be
the museum’s associate curator of fi lm and media arts, and St
worked closely with Paik. Friday at the Smithsonian Americ
Web: AmericanArt.si.edu. 

 Symphony
NSO at Wolf Trap

Despite the picturesque views of Georgetown and the Potomac River, the Kennedy 
Center knows that the last thing you want to do on a summer evening is sit in a cold, 
dark concert hall. So, every summer since 1971, the National Symphony Orchestra has 
taken the show to Wolf Trap for a series of outdoor concerts. This weekend, take your 
pick of two performances featuring Grammy Award-winning guest stars. On Friday, 
country singer/songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter will join the orchestra to perform 
songs from her new orchestral album “Songs from the Movie,” released in January. 
You’ll recognize many of the rearranged tunes, including “Come On Come On,” “On and 
On It Goes,” and “Goodnight America.” On Saturday, world famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma will 
work his magic with Dvorák’s “Cello Concerto” and songs from Leonard Bernstein’s 
“Candide,” among other compositions. Friday and Saturday at the Filene Center at 
Wolf Trap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna, Va. 877/965-3872. Web: WolfTrap.org.

Lecture
Colin Powell

“It ain’t as bad as you think. It will look better in 
the morning.” “Remain calm. Be kind.” These are 
just two of Gen. Colin L. Powell’s 13 rules for suc-
cess in your career and your life, which he outlined 
in his second book, “It Worked for Me: In Life and 
Leadership,” released in 2012. The retired four-star 
Army general knows what he’s talking about when 
it comes to success, with a laudable career that 
includes a stint as national security adviser to Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff  under President George H.W. Bush and secre-
tary of state under President George W. Bush. Gen. Powell will be on hand Monday to 
discuss his career and book, and provide advice on achieving your goals in life. Copies 
of his book will be available for sale and signing after the program. Monday at the Lis-
ner Auditorium at George Washington University, 730 21st St. NW. 202/994-6800. 
Web: Lisner.gwu.edu.
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hive in 2009, a collection of his works and writings, as 
egins at 5:30 p.m. Friday, featuring Michael Mansfi eld, 
tephen Vitiello, a punk guitarist turned visual artist who 
can Art Museum, 8th St. & F St. NW. 202/633-1000. 

 Rock
Nine Inch Nails 
and Soundgarden

Longtime fans of 
Soundgarden may be 
stunned to realize that 
the ’90s grunge band 
from Seattle is on 
tour to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of 
their groundbreaking 
fourth album, “Su-
perunknown,” which 
propelled the band and 
their genre to main-
stream fame with the Grammy Award-winning hits “Black Hole Sun” and “Spoonman.” 
Though Soundgarden disbanded in 1997, they reunited in 2010 to perform at Lollapalooza 
and have since released two studio albums for a new generation of music fans. Soundgar-
den has joined with another quintessential 90s band, Nine Inch Nails, to co-headline a tour 
across North America, which stops Monday in the Washington area. The industrial rock 
band founded by Trent Reznor has also won several Grammys, including for the songs 
“Wish” and “Happiness in Slavery,” and was heavily infl uenced the rock and metal scenes, 
too. Monday at Jiff y Lube Live, 7800 Cellar Door Dr., Bristow, Va. 800/745-3000. Web: 
LiveNation.com.

 


